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Welcome to worship at Cross of Christ! 
In the Cross of Christ I glory  

 

 
Sixteenth Sunday After Pentecost 

September 20, 2020 
 

PRELUDE                                                                         MRS. YVONNE YOST   

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

                                                                                            
*BRIEF  ORDER  FOR  CONFESSION  AND  FORGIVENESS 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen 
 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the aid of your people, turning 
us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy 
Spirit that, attentive to your Word, we may confess our sins, receive your 
forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.    
Amen 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 



Gracious God, 
have mercy on us. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and 
unknown, things done and left undone. Uphold us by your Spirit so that 
we may live and serve you in newness of life, to the honor and glory of 
your holy name; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 
 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins, through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of 
the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. In the name of the Father, and of 
the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen             
 

*APOSTOLIC GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Let us pray.  Almighty and eternal God, 

you know our problems and our weaknesses better than we ourselves. In 

your love and by your power help us in our confusion and in spite of our 

weakness, make us firm in faith; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 
 

FIRST READING: PHILIPPIANS 1: 12-14, 19-30  (ESV)    
12 

I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has really served 

to advance the gospel, 
13 

so that it has become known throughout the whole 

imperial guard and to all the rest that my imprisonment is for Christ. 
14 

And most 

of the brothers, having become confident in the Lord by my imprisonment, are 

much more bold to speak the word without fear. 
19 

for I know that through your 

prayers and the help of the Spirit of Jesus Christ this will turn out for my 

deliverance, 
20 

as it is my eager expectation and hope that I will not be at all 

ashamed, but that with full courage now as always Christ will be honored in my 

body, whether by life or by death. 
21 

For to me to live is Christ, and to die is 

gain. 
22 

If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me. Yet which I 

shall choose I cannot tell. 
23 

I am hard pressed between the two. My desire is to 

depart and be with Christ, for that is far better. 
24 

But to remain in the flesh is 

more necessary on your account. 
25 

Convinced of this, I know that I will remain 

and continue with you all, for your progress and joy in the faith, 
26 

so that in 

me you may have ample cause to glory in Christ Jesus, because of my coming to 

you again. 
27 

Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so 

that whether I come and see you or am absent, I may hear of you that you are 

standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving side by side for the faith of the 

gospel, 
28 

and not frightened in anything by your opponents. This is a clear sign 

to them of their destruction, but of your salvation, and that from God. 
29 

For it 

has been granted to you that for the sake of Christ you should not only believe in 

him but also suffer for his sake, 
30 

engaged in the same conflict that you saw I 

had and now hear that I still have. 
 

Here ends the reading. 
 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 20th Chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

*THE HOLY GOSPEL:  ST. MATTHEW 20: 1-16     (ESV) 

 “For the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house who went out early in 

the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 
2 
After agreeing with the laborers 

for a denarius a day, he sent them into his vineyard. 
3 
And going out about the 

third hour he saw others standing idle in the marketplace, 
4 
and to them he said, 

‘You go into the vineyard too, and whatever is right I will give you.’ 
5 
So they 

went. Going out again about the sixth hour and the ninth hour, he did the 

same. 
6 
And about the eleventh hour he went out and found others standing. And 

he said to them, ‘Why do you stand here idle all day?’ 
7 
They said to him, 

‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You go into the vineyard 

too.’ 
8 
And when evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, 

‘Call the laborers and pay them their wages, beginning with the last, up to the 

first.’ 
9 
And when those hired about the eleventh hour came, each of them 

received a denarius. 
10 

Now when those hired first came, they thought they would 

receive more, but each of them also received a denarius. 
11 

And on receiving it 

they grumbled at the master of the house, 
12 

saying, ‘These last worked only one 

hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day 

and the scorching heat.’ 
13 

But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you 

no wrong. Did you not agree with me for a denarius? 
14 

Take what belongs to 

you and go. I choose to give to this last worker as I give to you. 
15 

Am I not 

allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or do you begrudge my 

generosity?’ 
16 

So the last will be first, and the first last.” 

 

This is the Gospel of our Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 



SERMON                   PASTOR  RAFE ALLISON 
 

*PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

*BENEDICTION           
 

*SENDING HYMN   (TURN THE  PAGE) 
 

*DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

*POSTLUDE      MRS. YVONNE YOST        
                                Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license # SB127756.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God and in memory of the September 

birthdays of Reece Kluttz and Janie Safrit Kluttz for their birthdays by their children. 
 

October newsletter articles are due next Sunday, September 27th to Meredith. 
 

The Outreach Committee is having a mini drive for Mt. Pleasant Food Ministry 

thru the month of September. They are still in need of these items: salt, pepper, 

ketchup, mustard, salad dressings (ranch, 1000 island, honey mustard, etc), cooking 

oil, cake mixes and icings, cooking spices (Italian seasoning, garlic salt, onion 

powder, cinnamon, paprika, chili powder), Duke and Hellman mayonnaise. Thank 

you so much for thinking of others during this time. Please place in the boxes like 

before. 

      
Notes from September Council Meeting (held Sunday, August 30) 

* Council received an interim Treasurer’s Report. (As we met on August 

30 final figures will be forthcoming once end-of-month is finalized.)  

Earlene reported that we only need about $1500 to pay off the Parish Hall 

debt.  Council is asking that we set a goal to pay this off by the next 

payment date:  Wednesday, September 23. 

* The Financial Oversight Committee is completing the mid-year audit 

and is providing information to the Finance Committee for budget 

preparation.  A proposed budget will be presented to the Council for 

consideration at the October meeting.  

* Pastor attended the online 2020 NALC Convocation, 2020 Carolinas 

Mission Region Convocation, and a related meeting of the Piedmont-East 

Mission District during the weeks of August 3 and August 10.  Reports 

were given to the Council with the main item being the decision that the 

NALC will move from annual to bi-annual convocations.  

* Richard Strube and Sharon Duncan will be joining the four off-going 

Council members as this year’s Nominating Committee.  James Bailey 

will chair the committee.  A Nominating Committee report will be received 

by Council for consideration at the October meeting.  

* A Facilities Improvement Task Force was authorized. This Task Force 

will work to gather information, quotes, etc. regarding several outstanding 

and proposed improvement projects needed for our church facilities.  The 

Task Force will make periodic informational reports and recommendations 

to the Council.  Off-going President, Scott Barringer, off-going Vice-

President, James Bailey, former President, Rusty Drye, Treasurer, Earlene 

Cox, and Pastor will be serving on the task force. 

* Due to current health requirements a 2-part Annual Congregational 

Meeting will be held this November with identical presentations given at 

the 10:00 & 11:00AM services. Voting tabulations will be finalized 

following the 11AM session.  The Executive Committee will be meeting in 

the near future to iron-out the logistics.  

* A Women’s Retreat was endorsed by Council to be held in October at 

Teen Valley Ranch.  A motion was also approved to provide $100 per 

participant from the Education Endowment Fund.  

* A 3
rd

 Saturday Breakfast will be held in the Parish Hall on Saturday, 

September 19 from 7:00 – 11:00AM.  NC Phase 2 COVID requirements for 

restaurants will be followed including limited capacity and social 

distancing.  All food will be served in take-away boxes.  Funds received 

will go towards Parish Hall Debt/Facilities Improvement. 

 

 

 



 

                                                    

September 20, 2020 

A little reminder about our prayer list.  

We ask that you always have an individual’s permission before  

requesting their name be added to our Prayer List. Contact Pastor Allison or 

Prayer List Coodinator Belinda Campbell to request additions or changes. 
 

First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, 
and thanksgivings be made for all people…  1Timothy 2:1 

In the Fellowship of Cross of Christ 
Tim Aldridge (Home recovering from the heart catheterization procedure and 

working with doctors to investigate a possible circulation issue); Kay Barbee;  

Scott Barringer; Megan Blackburn; Stephanie Blackburn; Chris Bost;  

Coy Edgison; John Faggart; Geneva Gray; Frank Kluttz; Sylvia Loggans;  

Rina Moss; Frances Pless; Marie Pless;  

Dot Weast (Recovering from a broken arm and fractured knee). 
 

Serving in the Military 

Eaven Allison; Will Drye 

 

Friends of Cross of Christ 
Sherry Baker (Sister of Richard Strube – Breast Cancer diagnosis);  

Kelly Caudle (Recovering from a fall that fractured his upper arm, injured the C4 

vertebra, and caused a concussion); Steve & Angie Dixon; JB Faggart; Ralph Furr; 

Marty Gandy; Dave Goff; Tommy and Eva Harrel; Ivory Holland;  

Ensley Morgan (Recovery from Brain surgery on 8/26/2020 at Duke Hospital); 

Daniel Neubacher (Son-in-Law of Pastor Jeff Faggart – Recovering from a broken 

neck (3 months in a neck brace) and skin abrasions received in a motor cycle 

accident); Diane Parker; Bob Seagraves;  Derrick Shafer (Cousin’s husband of Tracy 

Drye -  had a very serious ATV accident while checking on something on his farm, 

he is currently in the ICU at a hospital in Lincoln, NE);  

Beverly and Lewis Williams; Pat Winecoff. 
 

General Prayer Concerns  

Our nation, Our community and Our Church 

Cross of Christ Shut-Ins 

Mildred Watson 

 

** Please remember our shut-ins with a visit, phone call, card, or email along with 

your prayers. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


