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Welcome to worship at Cross of Christ! 
In the Cross of Christ I glory  

 

 

First Sunday of Christmas 
December 30, 2018 

 
 

 

 

PRELUDE                                                                         MRS. YVONNE YOST   
 

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

                                                                                            
*BRIEF  ORDER  FOR  CONFESSION  AND  FORGIVENESS 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen 
 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the aid of your people, turning 
us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy 
Spirit that, attentive to your Word, we may confess our sins, receive your 
forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.    
Amen 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 

Gracious God, 
have mercy on us. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and 
unknown, things done and left undone. Uphold us by your Spirit so that 
we may live and serve you in newness of life, to the honor and glory of 
your holy name; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 
 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins, through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of 
the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. In the name of the Father, and of 
the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen             
 

* OPENING HYMN                     “Baptized In Water”         WOV 693 

         

   

*APOSTOLIC GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 

And also with you. 

 



 

*THE KYRIE 

 
 

*HYMN OF PRAISE: “Glory Be To The Father” 

 
 

*SALUTATION &  PRAYER OF THE DAY  

The Lord be with you.        
And also with you. 

 

Let us pray.  Almighty God,  

you wonderfully created and yet more wonderfully restored the dignity of 

human nature. In your mercy, let us share the divine life of Jesus Christ 

who came to share our humanity, and who now lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen 
 

CHILDREN  DISMISSED  FOR  CHILDREN’S  CHURCH   
 

 

 

FIRST READING:   EXODUS 13: 1-3A, 11-15     (ESV)  

The LORD said to Moses, 2 “Consecrate to me all the firstborn. Whatever 

is the first to open the womb among the people of Israel, both of man and 

of beast, is mine.”3 Then Moses said to the people, “Remember this day in 

which you came out from Egypt, out of the house of slavery, for by a 

strong hand the LORD brought you out from this place. 11 “When 

the LORD brings you into the land of the Canaanites, as he swore to you 

and your fathers, and shall give it to you, 12 you shall set apart to 

the LORD all that first opens the womb. All the firstborn of your animals 

that are males shall be the LORD's. 13 Every firstborn of a donkey you shall 

redeem with a lamb, or if you will not redeem it you shall break its neck. 

Every firstborn of man among your sons you shall redeem. 14 And when in 

time to come your son asks you, ‘What does this mean?’ you shall say to 

him, ‘By a strong hand the LORD brought us out of Egypt, from the house 

of slavery. 15 For when Pharaoh stubbornly refused to let us go, 

the LORD killed all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both the firstborn of 

man and the firstborn of animals. Therefore I sacrifice to the LORD all the 

males that first open the womb, but all the firstborn of my sons I redeem.’ 

The Word of God for the people of God!        
Thanks be to God!  
 

 

PSALM  111                                       READ RESPONSIVELY BY VERSE   

Praise the LORD! I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart, 

    in the company of the upright, in the congregation. 
2 

Great are the works of the LORD, 

    studied by all who delight in them. 
3 

Full of splendor and majesty is his work, 

    and his righteousness endures forever. 
4 

He has caused his wondrous works to be remembered; 

    the LORD is gracious and merciful. 
5 

He provides food for those who fear him; 

    he remembers his covenant forever. 
6 

He has shown his people the power of his works, 

    in giving them the inheritance of the nations. 
7 

The works of his hands are faithful and just; 

    all his precepts are trustworthy; 
8 

they are established forever and ever, 

    to be performed with faithfulness and uprightness. 

 



 
9 He sent redemption to his people; 
    he has commanded his covenant forever. 
    Holy and awesome is his name! 
10 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; 
    all those who practice it have a good understanding. 
    His praise endures forever! 
 

SECOND READING:  COLOSSIANS 3: 12-17    (ESV) 
12 Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate 

hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, 13 bearing with one another 

and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has 

forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 14 And above all these put on love, 

which binds everything together in perfect harmony. 15 And let the peace of 

Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body. And be 

thankful. 16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing 

one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with 

thankfulness in your hearts to God. 17 And whatever you do, in word or deed, do 

everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 

through him. 
 

The Word of God for the people of God!        
Thanks be to God!  
 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 2nd chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

*THE HOLY GOSPEL:  St Luke 2:22-40      (ESV)  
22 And when the time came for their purification according to the Law of 

Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord23 (as it 

is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every male who first opens the womb 

shall be called holy to the Lord”) 24 and to offer a sacrifice according to 

what is said in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or two young 

pigeons.” 25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, 

and this man was righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of 

Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 26 And it had been revealed to 

him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the 

Lord's Christ. 27 And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the 

parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according to the custom 

of the Law, 28 he took him up in his arms and blessed God and said, 
29 “Lord, now you are letting your servant  depart in peace, according to 

your word; 30 for my eyes have seen your salvation 31 
    that you have 

prepared in the presence of all peoples, 32 a light for revelation to the 

Gentiles,  and for glory to your people Israel.” 33 And his father and his 

mother marveled at what was said about him.34 And Simeon blessed them 

and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is appointed for the fall 

and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed 35 (and a sword 

will pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts from many 

hearts may be revealed.” 36 And there was a prophetess, Anna, the 

daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was advanced in years, 

having lived with her husband seven years from when she was a 

virgin, 37 and then as a widow until she was eighty-four. She did not depart 

from the temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day. 38 And 

coming up at that very hour she began to give thanks to God and to speak 

of him to all who were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem. 
39 And when they had performed everything according to the Law of the Lord, 

they returned into Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 40 And the child grew 

and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was upon him. 
 

This is the Gospel of our Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON                                                    PASTOR ALLISON 

  

            

*SERMON HYMN                       “Borning Cry”                 WOV 770 
 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM                                 LBW 121-125 

          Grady Jackson McGowan, son of Sean and Heather McGowan 
 

 



 

OFFERING OF OUR TITHES AND OURSELVES 

*THE OFFERTORY   

 
 

*PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

*THE LORD'S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

  thy kingdom come,  

  thy will be done,  

   on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses,  

   as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation,  

  but deliver us from evil.  

 For  thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

  forever and ever. Amen 
 

*BENEDICTION           
The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
The Lord look upon you with favor, and give you peace. 
Amen                                                                                                               
 

 

*SENDING HYMN               “Go Tell It On The Mountain”    LBW 70 
 

*DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

*POSTLUDE                   (* Please stand as you are able) 

Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license # SB127756. 
 

 

The Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God and in honor of Jesus birth by 

the Strube family. 
 

The Piano Flowers are given to the Glory of God and in honor of Grady 

Jackson McGowan baptism by Tim and Kim Aldridge. 
 

We welcome into the family of God through The Sacrament of Holy Baptism, 

Grady Jackson McGowan, son of Sean and Heather McGowan, grandson of Tim 

and Kim Aldridge. 
 

2019 Directory and Birthdays: A copy of the 2018 directory is on bulletin 

board in mailroom. Please check it to make sure your address, phone and 

birthday is correct. If you joined church in 2018, please check the birthday list 

too. 
 

Attention ALL Committee Chairs and Treasurers: Reports are due for the 

yearbook by December 31 to Meredith. 
 

2019 Flower Calendar is posted in the mailroom. Mark the dates that you 

would like to honor/memory of a loved one. Cost is $54.00. 
  
Reservations are being made for the Parish Hall events starting Jan. 1, 2019. 

All third Saturdays are booked for our fundraisers until further notice by council. 

Please confirm yearly events and get proper forms that require a signature. 

Phyllis Campbell, 704-782-9654 
 

FOURTH  SUNDAY  DEBT  ELIMINATION CAMPAIGN! 
Please prayerfully consider a gift towards the retirement of this obligation in 

addition to your regular tithe to the ministry of our congregation! 
 

We need your help. Next year for Christmas decorating we would like to do a 

special tree in the Parish Hall with handmade ornaments. So over this cold 

winter, when you are trapped inside make some ornaments for our tree. Any 

questions please ask Gail Leonard or Kristi Christenbury. Thank you in advance. 
 



     
 

      
December 30,  2018 

 
A little reminder about our prayer list.  

We ask that you always have an individual’s permission before  

requesting their name be added to our Prayer List.  

Contact Pastor Allison or Prayer List Coodinator Belinda Campbell  

to request additions or changes. 
 

First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, 

and thanksgivings be made for all people…  1Timothy 2:1 
 

In the Fellowship of Cross of Christ 
Matt Bost; Melvin Bost; Chuck Drye; Coy Edgison; Wayne Furr;  

Andrew Lyerly; Dixie Preston (Recovery from Infant Bronchiolitis) 

 

Serving in the Military 
Will Drye 

 

Friends of Cross of Christ 
Family of Kathleen Ridenhour (Aunt of Elizabeth Webb) 

Renae Aycock; Lawrence Campbell; Julie Carr; Lannie Cruse, Jr.;  

Madison Drye; JB Faggart; Pastor Jeff Faggart; Adian Fontanta;  

Mary Fudge; Todd and Amy Harrington; Mary Paula Keith;  

Jessica McCall (Cervical cancer diagnosis/recovery from surgery);  

Ensley Morgan; Joanna Penisson; Reba Shafer;  

Olean Sherrill (Great-Grandmother of Dylan Ennis – Hospice Care);  

Beverly and Lewis Williams. 

 

General Prayer Concerns 
 

Cross of Christ Shut-Ins 
Rina Moss; George Pless, Sr.; Mildred Watson 

 

 ** Please remember our shut-ins with a visit, phone call, card, or 

email along with your prayers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
    www.crossofchristlutheranchurch.org                     
 http://www.facebook.com/CrossofChristLutheranChurchConcord 
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This Week 
MON:               7:30 PM    Soldiers of the  

                   Cross of Christ practice 

 

TUES:                 HAPPY NEW YEAR 

 

NEXT SUNDAY  
 

  9:45 AM         Sunday Church School Classes 

11:00 AM         Holy Communion Service 

 5:00 PM          Choir Practice  

       
   

 

       
 

 

                       

    

 

 

Today – December 30, 2018 
Sunday Church School                       9:45 AM 
Family Worship Service                     11:00 AM 
 
 
   
          
 

Next Sunday's Readings  
Feast of Epiphany 

 

Isaiah 60: 1-6 
Psalm 72: 1-11 

Ephesians 3: 1-12 
St. Matthew 2: 1-12 

 


