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Welcome to worship at Cross of Christ! 
In the Cross of Christ I glory  

 
The Ascension of Our Lord 

                                 May 16, 2021 

 

OUR ACCOMPANIST                                                                   MRS. YVONNE YOST 
 

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

                                                                                      
*BRIEF  ORDER  FOR  CONFESSION  AND  FORGIVENESS 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen 
 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the aid of your people, turning 
us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy 
Spirit that, attentive to your Word, we may confess our sins, receive your 
forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.    
 Amen 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 

Gracious God, 
have mercy on us. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and 
unknown, things done and left undone. Uphold us by your Spirit so that 
we may live and serve you in newness of life, to the honor and glory of 
your holy name; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 
 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins, through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of 
the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. In the name of the Father, and of 
the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen             
 

* OPENING HYMN               “Praise To The Lord The Almighty”        LBW 543 

 

*APOSTOLIC GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.           
 And also with you. 
 

 

 



*KYRIE 

 
 

 

*HYMN OF PRAISE: “Glory Be To The Father” 

    
             
*SALUTATION & PRAYER OF THE DAY 

  The Lord be with you.         
  And also with you. 
 

Let us pray.  Almighty God:  

Your only Son was taken up into heaven and in power intercedes for us.  

May we also come into your presence and live forever in your glory;  

through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.  
 

 

FIRST READING:  ACTS 1: 1-11 (ESV) (ESV) 

In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and 

teach, 
2 
until the day when he was taken up, after he had given 

commands through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 
3 
He 

presented himself alive to them after his suffering by many proofs, appearing to 

them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. 
4 
And while 

staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for 

the promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; 
5 
for John 

baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days 

from now.” 
6 
So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you 

at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” 
7 
He said to them, “It is not for you to 

know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by his own authority. 
8 
But you 

will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my 

witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the 

earth.” 
9 
And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was 

lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 
10 

And while they were gazing 

into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes, 
11 

and 

said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who 

was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him 

go into heaven.” 

 
The Word of God for the people of God!        

Thanks be to God!  

 
PSALM 47   (ESV)                                                READ RESPONSIVELY BY VERSE   
Clap your hands, all peoples! 
    Shout to God with loud songs of joy! 
2 For the LORD, the Most High, is to be feared, 
    a great king over all the earth. 
3 He subdued peoples under us, 
    and nations under our feet. 
4 He chose our heritage for us, 
    the pride of Jacob whom he loves.  
5 God has gone up with a shout, 
    the LORD with the sound of a trumpet. 
6 Sing praises to God, sing praises! 
    Sing praises to our King, sing praises! 
7 For God is the King of all the earth; 
    sing praises with a psalm! 



8 God reigns over the nations; 
    God sits on his holy throne. 
9 The princes of the peoples gather as the people of the God of Abraham. 
For the shields of the earth belong to God; he is highly exalted! 
 

Second Reading: Ephesians 1: 15-23  (ESV) 
15 

For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your 

love
 
toward all the saints, 

16 
I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering 

you in my prayers, 
17 

that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 

glory, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of 

him, 
18 

having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know what 

is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious 

inheritance in the saints, 
19 

and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power 

toward us who believe, according to the working of his great might 
20 

that he 

worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right 

hand in the heavenly places, 
21 

far above all rule and authority and power and 

dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in 

the one to come. 
22 

And he put all things under his feet and gave him as head 

over all things to the church, 
23 

which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all 

in all. 
 

The Word of God for the people of God!        

Thanks be to God! 

 

*GOSPEL  ACCLAMATION 

 
 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 24

th
 Chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

*THE HOLY GOSPEL:  ST. LUKE 24: 44-53     (ESV) 
44 

Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still 

with you, that everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets 

and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” 
45 

Then he opened their minds to understand 

the Scriptures, 
46 

and said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should 

suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, 
47 

and that repentance for the 

forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning 

from Jerusalem. 
48 

You are witnesses of these things. 
49 

And behold, I am 

sending the promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are 

clothed with power from on high.” 
50 

And he led them out as far as Bethany, and 

lifting up his hands he blessed them. 
51 

While he blessed them, he parted from 

them and was carried up into heaven. 
52 

And they worshiped him and returned to 

Jerusalem with great joy, 
53 

and were continually in the temple blessing God. 
 

This is the Gospel of our Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON                   PASTOR  RAFE ALLISON 
 

*SERMON HYMN           “God Of Grace and God Of Glory”     LBW 415 
 

*NICENE CREED   
                                                                                             

We believe in one God,  
 the Father, the Almighty,  
 maker of heaven and earth,  
 of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
 the only Son of God,  
 eternally begotten of the Father,  
 God from God, Light from Light,  

true God from true God,  
 begotten, not made,  
 of one Being with the Father.  
 Through him all things were made.  
 For us and for our salvation  
        he came down from heaven;  
        by the power of the Holy Spirit  
           he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man.  

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
        he suffered death and was buried.  
        On the third day he rose again  



            in accordance with the Scriptures;  
        he ascended into heaven  
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
        and his kingdom will have no end.  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  
 He has spoken through the prophets.  
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
 We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
 We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
                         and the life of the world to come. Amen 
 

  GIVING  OF  OUR  TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
 

  *THE OFFERTORY   

 
 

 

*PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

*THE LORD'S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

  thy kingdom come,  

  thy will be done,  

   on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses,  

   as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation,  

  but deliver us from evil.  

 For  thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

  forever and ever. Amen 

 

*BENEDICTION           
The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
The Lord look upon you with favor, and give you peace. 
Amen                                                                                                               
 

*SENDING HYMN                    “A Mighty Fortress"            LBW 229 
 

*DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

*POSTLUDE                    (* Please stand as you are able) 

Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license # SB127756. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God and in honor Taylor and 

Kaylee Barbee’s birthdays by Larry and Sharon Barbee 

 
The PBnJ youth meeting has been moved to next Sunday, may 23rd at 3:30.   
 

CSI Youth groups will meet TODAY at 3:30 PM. 
 
The Outreach Committee Fish Fry last week was sponsored by Thrivent. We 

served 40 in house plates and 45 to go plates. The left over fish and fixings were 

delivered to the Serenity House in Concord. Serenity House is a halfway house 
for men. Thank you to all that participated in feeding Jesus’ sheep. As Jesus 

commanded Peter in the book of John to feed His sheep, so shall we.  

 

"...let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the 

kingdom of God belongs to such as these."  (Mark 10:14) 
We are excited to announce that on Sunday, June 6th, we will finally begin a 
renewed year of our Children's Church ministry here at Cross of Christ! If you 

would lke to become involved in this ministry, we would love to welcome you 

to the group! Responsibilities include teaching a provided lesson (with an 

assistant) during the sermon portion of the service about six times a year (more 
of less depending upon the number of adults participating as teachers) and 

sharing the Good News with the smallest lambs of our congregation. If you feel 

led to join this ministry (as a teacher or assistant) or have questions, please see 
Heather Bell. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

          
         May 16, 2021 

We ask that you always have an individual’s permission before  

requesting their name be added to our Prayer List.  

Contact Pastor Allison or Prayer List Coodinator Belinda Campbell  

to request additions or changes. 
 

First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, 
and thanksgivings be made for all people…  1Timothy 2:1 

 

In the Fellowship of Cross of Christ 
Kay Barbee; Brenda Barrier (Recovery from Outpatient procedure on 5/11 and 

Outpatient procedure 5/18); Megan Blackburn; John Faggart;  

Geneva Gray (Shingles and fluid on lungs recovery) 

Candice Horton (Upcoming surgery on 5/20/2021); Frances Kanipe; 

 Doris Kluttz; Frank Kluttz; Marie Pless; John Trull; Harold Yost 
 

Serving in the Military 

Eaven Allison (Okinawa, Japan); Will Drye 
 

Friends of Cross of Christ 

Family of Jack Bost (Uncle of Richard Strube) 

Family of Lisa Eudy (Friend of Sharon Barbee) 

Lamar Barrier (Friend of Carl Pless, Jr - Lymphoma diagnosis)Steve Cagle;  

Steve & Angie Dixon; Morgan Eudy; JB Faggart; Jane Faggart; Joyce Furr; Ralph 

Furr; Dave Goff; Tommy and Eva Harrel; Ivory Holland;  

AJ Jorsey; Ole Moe (Father of Ed Sverko – Upcoming surgeries and recovery); 

Ensley Morgan; Diane Parker; Angie and Steve Potter; Derrick Shafer; 

 Beverly and Lewis Williams. 
 

General Prayer Concerns  

Our nation, Our community and Our Church 

Cross of Christ Shut-Ins 

Sylvia Loggans (Five Oaks, Room # 301) – 2 visitors allowed at a time, please call 

Five Oaks to schedule a visit 
 

Praise List 
· Richard Strube – Recovery is going great, must complete 4 to 6 weeks of Physical 

Therapy.  Thank you for prayers and calls. 

· Sherry Baker – Completed Chemo and Radiation treatments.  Thank you for the 

much-needed prayers. 

 
 ** Please remember our shut-ins with a visit, phone call, card, or email 

along with your prayers 
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This Week 
      

 

NEXT SUNDAY  
 

  9:00 AM     Sunday Church School Classes 

10:00 AM     Family Worship Service     

  3:30 PM     PBnJ Youth Meeting 

   

                
   

 

       
 

 

                       

    

 

 

Today  May 16, 2021 
Family Worship Service                   10:00 AM 
CSI Youth             3:30 PM 
         
 

Next Sunday's Readings  

                              Pentecost Sunday 
 

Ezekiel 37: 1-14 
Psalm 139: 1-12  

Acts 2: 1-21 
St John 15: 26-27, 16: 4b-15 

 


