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Welcome to worship at Cross of Christ! 
In the Cross of Christ I glory  

 
Sixteenth Sunday After Pentecost 

September 12, 2021 
 

OUR ACCOMPANIST                                                                   MRS. YVONNE YOST 
 

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

                                                                                      
*BRIEF  ORDER  FOR  CONFESSION  AND  FORGIVENESS 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen 
 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the aid of your people, turning 
us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy 
Spirit that, attentive to your Word, we may confess our sins, receive your 
forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.    
 Amen 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 

Gracious God, 
have mercy on us. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and 
unknown, things done and left undone. Uphold us by your Spirit so that 
we may live and serve you in newness of life, to the honor and glory of 
your holy name; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 
 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins, through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of 
the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. In the name of the Father, and of 
the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen             
 

* OPENING HYMN                     “Lead On, O King Eternal”         LBW 495 

 

*APOSTOLIC GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.           
 And also with you. 
 
 

 



*HYMN OF PRAISE: “Glory Be To The Father” 

 
*SALUTATION & PRAYER OF THE DAY 

  The Lord be with you.         
  And also with you. 
 

Let us pray.  Almighty and eternal God, 

you know our problems and our weaknesses better than we ourselves. In 

your love and by your power help us in our confusion and in spite of our 

weakness, make us firm in faith; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 
 

CHILDREN DISMISSED FOR CHILDREN'S CHURCH                                               
 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 50: 4-10   (ESV) 
4 
The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of those who are taught, that I may 

know how to sustain with a word him who is weary. Morning by morning he 

awakens; he awakens my ear to hear as those who are taught. 
5 
The 

Lord GOD has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious; I turned not backward.
6 
I 

gave my back to those who strike, and my cheeks to those who pull out the 

beard; I hid not my face from disgrace and spitting. 
7 
But the Lord GOD helps 

me; therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore I have set my face like a flint, 

and I know that I shall not be put to shame. 
8
He who vindicates me is near. Who 

will contend with me? Let us stand up together. Who is my adversary? Let him 

come near to me. 
9 
Behold, the Lord GOD helps me; who will declare me guilty? 

Behold, all of them will wear out like a garment; the moth will eat them up. 
10 

Who among you fears the LORD and obeys the voice of his servant? Let him 

who walks in darkness and has no light trust in the name of the LORD and rely 

on his God. 
 

The Word of God for the people of God!        

Thanks be to God!  
 

PSALM 116: 1-9    (ESV)                                                READ RESPONSIVELY BY VERSE   
I love the LORD, because he has heard 
    my voice and my pleas for mercy. 
2 Because he inclined his ear to me, 
    therefore I will call on him as long as I live. 
3 The snares of death encompassed me; 
    the pangs of Sheol laid hold on me; 
    I suffered distress and anguish. 
4 Then I called on the name of the LORD: 
    “O LORD, I pray, deliver my soul!” 
5 Gracious is the LORD, and righteous; 
    our God is merciful. 
6 The LORD preserves the simple; 
    when I was brought low, he saved me. 
7 Return, O my soul, to your rest; 
    for the LORD has dealt bountifully with you. 
8 For you have delivered my soul from death, 
    my eyes from tears, 
    my feet from stumbling; 
9 I will walk before the LORD 
    in the land of the living. 
 

Second Reading: James 3: 1-12   (ESV) 

Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers, for you know that we 

who teach will be judged with greater strictness. 
2 
For we all stumble in many 

ways. And if anyone does not stumble in what he says, he is a perfect man, able 

also to bridle his whole body. 
3 
If we put bits into the mouths of horses so that 

they obey us, we guide their whole bodies as well. 
4 
Look at the ships also: 

though they are so large and are driven by strong winds, they are guided by a 

very small rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs. 
5 
So also the tongue is a 

small member, yet it boasts of great things. How great a forest is set ablaze by 

such a small fire! 
6 
And the tongue is a fire, a world of unrighteousness. The 

tongue is set among our members, staining the whole body, setting on fire the 

entire course of life, and set on fire by hell. 
7 
For every kind of beast and bird, of 



reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by mankind, 
8 
but no 

human being can tame the tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly 

poison. 
9 
With it we bless our Lord and Father, and with it we curse people who 

are made in the likeness of God. 
10 

From the same mouth come blessing and 

cursing. My brothers,
 
these things ought not to be so. 

11 
Does a spring pour forth 

from the same opening both fresh and salt water? 
12 

Can a fig tree, my brothers, 

bear olives, or a grapevine produce figs? Neither can a salt pond yield fresh 

water. 
 

The Word of God for the people of God!        

Thanks be to God! 

 

*GOSPEL  ACCLAMATION 

 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 9

th
 chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

*THE HOLY GOSPEL: St Mark 9: 14-29    (ESV)  
14 

And when they came to the disciples, they saw a great crowd around them, and 

scribes arguing with them. 
15 

And immediately all the crowd, when they saw 

him, were greatly amazed and ran up to him and greeted him. 
16 

And he asked 

them, “What are you arguing about with them?” 
17 

And someone from the crowd 

answered him, “Teacher, I brought my son to you, for he has a spirit that makes 

him mute. 
18 

And whenever it seizes him, it throws him down, and he foams and 

grinds his teeth and becomes rigid. So I asked your disciples to cast it out, 

and they were not able.” 
19 

And he answered them, “O faithless generation, how 

long am I to be with you? How long am I to bear with you? Bring him to 

me.” 
20 

And they brought the boy to him. And when the spirit saw him, 

immediately it convulsed the boy, and he fell on the ground and rolled about, 

foaming at the mouth. 
21 

And Jesus asked his father, “How long has this been 

happening to him?” And he said, “From childhood. 
22 

And it has often cast him 

into fire and into water, to destroy him. But if you can do anything, have 

compassion on us and help us.” 
23 

And Jesus said to him, “‘If you can’! All 

things are possible for one who believes.” 
24 

Immediately the father of the child 

cried out
 
and said, “I believe; help my unbelief!” 

25 
And when Jesus saw that a 

crowd came running together, he rebuked the unclean spirit, saying to it, “You 

mute and deaf spirit, I command you, come out of him and never enter him 

again.” 
26 

And after crying out and convulsing him terribly, it came out, and the 

boy was like a corpse, so that most of them said, “He is dead.” 
27 

But Jesus took 

him by the hand and lifted him up, and he arose. 
28 

And when he had entered the 

house, his disciples asked him privately, “Why could we not cast it out?” 
29 

And 

he said to them, “This kind cannot be driven out by anything but prayer.” 

 

This is Gospel of our Lord. 

 Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON                   PASTOR  RAFE ALLISON 

 

*SERMON HYMN                     “What A Friend We Have In Jesus”            LBW 439 
 

*APOSTLES' CREED    

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  

and born of the virgin Mary.  
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended into hell.  
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven,  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting.    Amen 

 



  GIVING  OF  OUR  TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

  *THE OFFERTORY   

 
 
*PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

*THE LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
  thy kingdom come,  

  thy will be done,  

   on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses,  

   as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation,  

  but deliver us from evil.  

 For  thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

  forever and ever. Amen 

*BENEDICTION           

The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
The Lord look upon you with favor, and give you peace. 
Amen                                                                                                               
 

*SENDING HYMN                    “How Great Thou Art"         LBW 532 
 

*DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

*POSTLUDE                    (* Please stand as you are able) 

Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license # SB127756. 
 

 
The Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God and honor of Larry, Susan and 

Alexis Barbee birthdays by their family. 
 

The Piano Flowers are given to the Glory of God and in loving honor of Marie 

Pless'  94th birthday by her family.  
 
Blood Drive with One Blood. Rescheduled date is November 7th. If you had 

scheduled for previous drive and would like the same times contact Jodie Stube 

and she will schedule appointment for you. You will need to wear a mask. Thank 
you for your much needed donation that will help 3 patients. 

 

Along with our BREAKFAST next Saturday, September 18, 2021, we plan to 
have a CAR SHOW.  We will have our normal delicious breakfast from 7 – 10 

a.m.  and lunch from 11 am – 1 p.m.  Lunch will be Hamburgers, Cheeseburgers 

and Hot Dogs with all the trimmings, with tea and desserts.  As an afterthought, 

with all that is going on now, we will not be asking for homemade desserts.  We 
plan on buying individual pre-packaged desserts.  We will, however, accept 

donations for purchasing desserts.  There will be donation buckets at the doors as 

you leave the Church today. Again, we need your participation.  Come out and 
enjoy some delicious food and while you are there, browse some old, new, 

classic cars, trucks and hopefully some motorcycles.  This will be a fund raiser 

for the Facilities Improvement Fund.  Thank you, in advance, for your help. 

 

PBnJ & CSI Youth Meeting next Sunday at 3 PM. 

 

Ladies Retreat - October 1st - 3rd.  Please see Kristi Leonard to register and 
pay deposit of $50 that is due today. 

 



                                            

                                                 
         September 12, 2021 

We ask that you always have an individual’s permission before  

requesting their name be added to our Prayer List.  

Contact Pastor Allison or Prayer List Coodinator Belinda Campbell  

to request additions or changes. 
 

First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, 
and thanksgivings be made for all people…  1Timothy 2:1 

 

In the Fellowship of Cross of Christ 
Kay Barbee; John Faggart; Candice Horton; Frances Kanipe;  

Doris Kluttz; Frank Kluttz; Kristi Leonard;  

Marie Pless (Lymphoma in the lower colon – Doctors working on care plan); 
John Trull 

 

Serving in the Military 
Eaven Allison (Okinawa, Japan); Will Drye 

 

Friends of Cross of Christ 
Family of Jack Archer (Father-in-law of Betty Odell Archer) 

Family of Chris Horton (Cousin of Belinda Campbell and Barbara Seagraves) 

Families of Beverly and Lewis Williams 

Bettie Bean (Mother of Belinda Campbell and Barbara Seagraves - Right eye 
cataract surgery on 9/13/2021); Steve Cagle; Shelby Childress (Mother of Billie 

Barrier – she took a fall and is being treated at Pruitt Health);  

Steve & Angie Dixon; Jane Faggart; Sheila Freeman; Joyce Furr;  

Ralph Furr; Dave Goff; Tommy and Eva Harrel; Ivory Holland; AJ Jorsey;  
Ole Moe (2

nd
 surgery); Ensley Morgan; Diane Parker 

 

General Prayer Concerns  

Prayers for those in our County recovering from COVID. 

Cross of Christ Shut-Ins 
Sylvia Loggans (Five Oaks, Room # 301) 

 

 

** Please remember our shut-ins with a visit, phone call,  

cards, or email along with your prayers. 

. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

             www.crossofchristlutheranchurch.org                    
http://www.facebook.com/CrossofChristLutheranChurchConcord 

                                            ClericalTeam@Gmail.com 

 

 

This Week 
 SAT: 7-10                Breakfast Fundraiser 
 SAT: 11 AM- 1PM   Lunch/Car/Bike Show 

     

 
  

NEXT SUNDAY  

  9:00 AM     Sunday Church School Classes 

10:00 AM     Family Worship Service  

  3:30 PM    PBnJ & CSI Youth Meeting 

     

 
   

 

       
 

 

                       

    

 

 

Today  September 12, 2021 
Sunday Church School                       9:00 AM 
Family Worship Service                   10:00 AM 
         
 

Next Sunday's Readings  

         Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Jeremiah 11: 18-20 
Psalm 54  

James 3: 13-4:10 
St Mark 9: 30-37 

 



 


