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Welcome to worship at Cross of Christ! 
In the Cross of Christ I glory  
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March 21, 2021 
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GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS     
                                                                                
*BRIEF  ORDER  FOR  CONFESSION  AND  FORGIVENESS 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen 
 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.     
Amen 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if 
we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  
Amen 
 

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of 
Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of 
all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen             
 

*APOSTOLIC GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Let us pray. Almighty God, our redeemer, 

in our weakness we have failed to be your messengers of forgiveness and 

hope in the world. Renew us by your Holy Spirit, that we may follow your 

commands and proclaim your reign of love; through your Son, Jesus Christ 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever.    Amen 

FIRST READING:  Hebrews 5: 1-10  (ESV) 

For every high priest chosen from among men is appointed to act on behalf of 

men in relation to God, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. 
2 
He can deal gently 

with the ignorant and wayward, since he himself is beset with 

weakness. 
3 
Because of this he is obligated to offer sacrifice for his own sins just 

as he does for those of the people. 
4 
And no one takes this honor for himself, but 

only when called by God, just as Aaron was. 
5 
So also Christ did not exalt 

himself to be made a high priest, but was appointed by him who said to him, 

“You are my Son, today I have begotten you”; 
6 
as he says also in another place, 

“You are a priest forever, after the order of Melchizedek.” 
7 
In the days of his 

flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to 

him who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his 

reverence. 
8 
Although he was a son, he learned obedience through what he 

suffered. 
9 
And being made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation to 

all who obey him, 
10 

being designated by God a high priest after the order of 

Melchizedek. 
 

Here ends the reading. 
 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 10
th
  Chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

*THE HOLY GOSPEL:  ST. MARK 10: 32-45     (ESV) 
32 

And they were on the road, going up to Jerusalem, and Jesus was walking 

ahead of them. And they were amazed, and those who followed were afraid. And 

taking the twelve again, he began to tell them what was to happen to 

him, 
33 

saying, “See, we are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be 

delivered over to the chief priests and the scribes, and they will condemn him to 

death and deliver him over to the Gentiles. 
34 

And they will mock him and spit on 

him, and flog him and kill him. And after three days he will rise.” 
35 

And James 

and John, the sons of Zebedee, came up to him and said to him, “Teacher, we 

want you to do for us whatever we ask of you.” 
36 

And he said to them, “What do 

you want me to do for you?” 
37 

And they said to him, “Grant us to sit, one at your 

right hand and one at your left, in your glory.” 
38 

Jesus said to them, “You do not 

know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or to be 

baptized with the baptism with which I am baptized?” 
39 

And they said to him, 

“We are able.” And Jesus said to them, “The cup that I drink you will drink, and 

with the baptism with which I am baptized, you will be baptized, 
40 

but to sit at 

my right hand or at my left is not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it 

has been prepared.” 
41 

And when the ten heard it, they began to be indignant at 

James and John. 
42 

And Jesus called them to him and said to them, “You know 



that those who are considered rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their 

great ones exercise authority over them. 
43 

But it shall not be so among you. But 

whoever would be great among you must be your servant, 
44 

and whoever would 

be first among you must be slave
 
of all. 

45 
For even the Son of Man came not to 

be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 
 

This is the Gospel of our Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON                   PASTOR  RAFE ALLISON 
 

*APOSTLES' CREED    

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  creator of heaven and earth. I believe in 

Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the 

Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he 

rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the 

Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  I believe in the 

Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 

of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.     

Amen 
 

*PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

*THE LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses,  as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  

Amen 
 

*BENEDICTION           
 

*SENDING HYMN   (TURN THE  PAGE) 
 

*DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

*POSTLUDE        

                      Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license # SB127756.   

The Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God and in memory of Mike Price 

Sr. by James and Anna Bailey. 
 

New Members Today! 
This morning we welcome new members to Cross of Christ Lutheran Church: 

Edward & Nicole Sverko 

Andrew Sverko 

Randy Brubaker 

We pray God's blessings upon them as He blesses us with their fellowship in the 

gospel! 
 

The PBnJ and CSI Youth groups will meet today at 3:30 PM. 
 

It’s time to direct your Thrivent Choice Dollars for 2020.  The last date to direct 

your Dollars is March 31, 2021.  You can do this online or by calling your 

Thrivent representative, Gary Samuelson at 704-786-9388.  Thrivent Choice 

Dollars are available to anyone that has life insurance or annuity’s with Thrivent. 
 

We will be placing Easter Lilies and Geraniums in the church on Easter Sunday. 

If you would like to order one or several in honor or in memory of a loved one 

see Meredith. They are $13 each. Orders and money are due no later than 

March 28th.  Please write your checks to Cross of Christ Lutheran and 

place your money in the offering plate and label your envelope Lilies or 

Geraniums.  Please give your announcement to Meredith, either by calling or 

emailing.  704-786-1392 or Meredith.harrison@stanlycountyschools.org 
 

The Flower Calendar is posted with plenty of dates still available for March 

and other months as well.  The price is $64 for both vases.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holy Week 2021 
· Palm Sunday/Sunday of the Passion - Sunday March 28    10 & 11AM. 

   Service with blessing of the palms, reading of Christ's Passion according to  

   St. Mark, and Holy Communion. 

· Maundy Thursday - April 1   7:00PM 

Service with Corporate Confession, Holy Communion, and Stripping of the 

Altar  

· Good Friday - April 2    7:00PM 

   Service of Hymns, Prayers, and Readings, including 

   Christ's Passion according to St. John.  

· Easter Sunday - April 4    10 & 11AM 

   Celebration of our Lord's Resurrection with Holy Communion. 
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                                                         March 21, 2021               

A little reminder about our prayer list. 

We ask that you always have an individual’s permission before 

requesting their name be added to our Prayer List. Contact Pastor Allison or 

Prayer List Coodinator Belinda Campbell to request additions or changes. 

 

First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, 

and thanksgivings be made for all people…  1Timothy 2:1 
 

In the Fellowship of Cross of Christ 
Kay Barbee; Scott Barringer; Megan Blackburn; John Faggart; Roger Horton; 

Frances Kanipe; Doris Kluttz; Frank Kluttz; Marie Pless; John Trull; Harold 

Yost 

 

Serving in the Military 
Eaven Allison (Okinawa, Japan); Will Drye 

 

Friends of Cross of Christ 
Sherry Baker; Kenny Buckwell (Stable condition at Atrium Main);  

Mike & Shawana Byers and their 2 children; Steve Cagle; Steve & Angie Dixon; 

Morgan Eudy; JB Faggart; Jane Faggart; Joyce Furr; Ralph Furr; Dave Goff; 

Tommy and Eva Harrel; Ivory Holland; AJ Jorsey; Mary Paula Keith;  

Ensley Morgan; Diane Parker; Angie and Steve Potter; Derrick Shafer;  

Beverly and Lewis Williams; Pat Winecoff. 

 

General Prayer Concerns  
Our nation, Our community and Our Church 

 

Cross of Christ Shut-Ins 
Sylvia Loggans (Five Oaks, Room # 129) 

 

Cross of Christ Lutheran Church - Praise List 
·      Carol Goe (Aunt of Stephanie Blackburn) – Recovered from 

COVID.  The family appreciates all the prayers. 

 

 
 

** Please remember our shut-ins with a visit, phone call, card, or  

email along with your prayers. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


