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Welcome to worship at Cross of Christ! 
In the Cross of Christ I glory  

 
 

First Sunday of Christmas 
December 27, 2020 

 

OUR ACCOMPANIST                                                                    MRS. RHONDA DRYE                                                                         

 
 



 

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

                                                                                        
*BRIEF  ORDER  FOR  CONFESSION  AND  FORGIVENESS 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen 
 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the aid of your people, turning 
us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy 
Spirit that, attentive to your Word, we may confess our sins, receive your 
forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.    
Amen 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 

Gracious God, 
have mercy on us. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and 
unknown, things done and left undone. Uphold us by your Spirit so that 
we may live and serve you in newness of life, to the honor and glory of 
your holy name; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 
 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins, through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of 
the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. In the name of the Father, and of 
the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen             
 

*APOSTOLIC GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Let us pray. Almighty God,  

you wonderfully created and yet more wonderfully restored the 

dignity of human nature. In your mercy, let us share the divine life of 

Jesus Christ who came to share our humanity, and who now lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen 

 

FIRST READING: Galatians 4: 4-7 (ESV) 
4 

But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of 

woman, born under the law, 
5 

to redeem those who were under the law, so 

that we might receive adoption as sons. 
6 

And because you are sons, God 

has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 
7 

So 

you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through 

God. 
 

Here ends the reading. 
 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 2nd Chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

*THE HOLY GOSPEL:  ST. LUKE 2: 22-40     (ESV) 
22 

And when the time came for their purification according to the Law of 

Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 
23 

(as 

it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every male who first opens the 

womb shall be called holy to the Lord”) 
24 

and to offer a sacrifice 

according to what is said in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or 

two young pigeons.” 
25 

Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name 

was Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout, waiting for the 

consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 
26 

And it had 

been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before 

he had seen the Lord's Christ. 
27 

And he came in the Spirit into the temple, 

and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according 

to the custom of the Law, 
28 

he took him up in his arms and blessed God 

and said, 
29 

“Lord, now you are letting your servant
 
depart in peace, 

according to your word; 
30 

for my eyes have seen your salvation 
31

that you 

have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
32 

a light for revelation to the 

Gentiles, and for glory to your people Israel.”
33 

And his father and his 

mother marveled at what was said about him. 
34 

And Simeon blessed them 

and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is appointed for the fall 

and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed 
35 

(and a sword 

will pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts from many 

hearts may be revealed.”
36 

And there was a prophetess, Anna, the 

daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was advanced in years, 

having lived with her husband seven years from when she was a 

virgin, 
37 

and then as a widow until she was eighty-four. She did not 



depart from the temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and 

day. 
38 

And coming up at that very hour she began to give thanks to God 

and to speak of him to all who were waiting for the redemption of 

Jerusalem.
39 

And when they had performed everything according to the 

Law of the Lord, they returned into Galilee, to their own town 

of Nazareth. 
40 

And the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. 

And the favor of God was upon him. 
 

This is the Gospel of our Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON                   PASTOR  RAFE ALLISON 
 

*APOSTLES' CREED    
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in 
Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the 
Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he 
rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the 
Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.    Amen 
 

*PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

*THE LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever.     Amen 
 

*BENEDICTION           
 

*SENDING HYMN   (TURN THE  PAGE) 
 

*DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

*POSTLUDE        
                      Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license # SB127756.   

The Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God and in honor of Jeff and 

Avery Isenhour’s birthdays by Scott and Marilyn Barringer. 
 

Newsletter Articles are due TODAY. 
 

If you address or phone number has changed, please let Meredith Harrison 

know, so the directory can be updated. 

 

Yearbook information is due by January 30th to Meredith.   
 

The Annual Rimer Community Fire Department Meeting will be held on 

Wednesday, January 27, 2021 at 7 pm at the fire Department.  See what’s 

happening in YOUR department. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                

                                                     December 27, 2020 

A little reminder about our prayer list.  

We ask that you always have an individual’s permission before  

requesting their name be added to our Prayer List. Contact Pastor Allison or 

Prayer List Coodinator Belinda Campbell to request additions or changes. 
 

First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, 

and thanksgivings be made for all people…  1Timothy 2:1 
 

In the Fellowship of Cross of Christ 
Tim Aldridge (Atrium Northeast – Infection in Knee operated on); Kay Barbee; 

Scott Barringer; Megan Blackburn; Phyllis Campbell (Knee surgery on 

1/5/2021); Rhonda Drye (Biopsy scheduled); John Faggart; Tom Harkins; 

Frances Kanipe (Big Elm Nursing Home – Stroke recovery and surgery for 

Bladder lesion soon); Doris Kluttz; Frank Kluttz; Frances Pless; Marie Pless; 

John Trull (Recovering from Carotid artery surgery on 12/3; Abdominal 

Aneurysm surgery in 2021);  

Dot Weast 

 

Serving in the Military 
Eaven Allison; Will Drye 

Friends of Cross of Christ 
Sherry Baker; Lawrence Campbell (Kidney issue); Kelly Caudle;  

Steve & Angie Dixon; Morgan Eudy; JB Faggart; Jane Faggart; Ralph Furr;  

Dave Goff; Tommy and Eva Harrel; Ivory Holland; Patsy Huffman (Mother of a 

Co-work of Belinda Campbells – Broken ribs and bruising from a fall);  

Ensley Morgan; Daniel Neubacher; Kelly Odell; Diane Parker; Angie and Steve 

Potter; Bob Seagraves (Respiratory issues); Derrick Shafer; Shelbie Snipes;  

Gary and Betty Walter (Friends of Brian and Lisa Heintz – COVID diagnosis); 

Beverly and Lewis Williams; Pat Winecoff. 

 

General Prayer Concerns  
Our nation, Our community and Our Church 

Our Law Enforcement Communities 

 

Cross of Christ Shut-Ins 
Sylvia Loggans (Five Oaks, Room # 129) 

 

** Please remember our shut-ins with a visit, phone call, card, or email along with 

your prayers. 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


