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Welcome to worship at Cross of Christ! 
In the Cross of Christ I glory  

 

 
Seventeenth Sunday After Pentecost 

September 27, 2020 
 

PRELUDE                                                                         MRS. YVONNE YOST   

 
 

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

                                                                                        
*BRIEF  ORDER  FOR  CONFESSION  AND  FORGIVENESS 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen 
 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the aid of your people, turning 
us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy 
Spirit that, attentive to your Word, we may confess our sins, receive your 
forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.    
Amen 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 

Gracious God, 
have mercy on us. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and 
unknown, things done and left undone. Uphold us by your Spirit so that 
we may live and serve you in newness of life, to the honor and glory of 
your holy name; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 



 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins, through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of 
the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. In the name of the Father, and of 
the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen             
 

*APOSTOLIC GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Let us pray.  Holy God, 

you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and pity. Grant 

us the fullness of your grace, that, pursuing what you have promised, we 

may share your heavenly glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 
 

FIRST READING:  PHILIPPIANS 2: 1-4, 14-18   (ESV) 

So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, 

any participation in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, 
2 
complete my joy by 

being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one 

mind. 
3 
Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others 

more significant than yourselves. 
4 
Let each of you look not only to his own 

interests, but also to the interests of others. 
14 

Do all things without grumbling 

or disputing, 
15 

that you may be blameless and innocent, children of God without 

blemish in the midst of a crooked and twisted generation, among whom you 

shine as lights in the world, 
16 

holding fast to the word of life, so that in the day 

of Christ I may be proud that I did not run in vain or labor in vain. 
17 

Even if I am 

to be poured out as a drink offering upon the sacrificial offering of your faith, I 

am glad and rejoice with you all. 
18 

Likewise you also should be glad and rejoice 

with me. 
 

Here ends the reading. 
 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 21
st
  Chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

*THE HOLY GOSPEL:  ST. MATTHEW 21: 23-32     (ESV) 
23 

And when he entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people 

came up to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing 

these things, and who gave you this authority?” 
24 

Jesus answered them, “I also 

will ask you one question, and if you tell me the answer, then I also will tell you 

by what authority I do these things. 
25 

The baptism of John, from where did it 

come? From heaven or from man?” And they discussed it among themselves, 

saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not 

believe him?’ 
26 

But if we say, ‘From man,’ we are afraid of the crowd, for they 

all hold that John was a prophet.” 
27 

So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” 

And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I do these 

things.
28 

“What do you think? A man had two sons. And he went to the first and 

said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’ 
29 

And he answered, ‘I will not,’ 

but afterward he changed his mind and went. 
30 

And he went to the other son and 

said the same. And he answered, ‘I go, sir,’ but did not go. 
31 

Which of the two 

did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly, I 

say to you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes go into the kingdom of God 

before you. 
32 

For John came to you in the way of righteousness, and you did not 

believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him. And even 

when you saw it, you did not afterward change your minds and believe him. 

 

This is the Gospel of our Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

 

SERMON                   PASTOR  RAFE ALLISON 
 

*PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

*BENEDICTION           
 

*SENDING HYMN   (TURN THE  PAGE) 
 

*DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

*POSTLUDE      MRS. YVONNE YOST        
                                Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license # SB127756.   
 
The Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God and in loving memory of Jacob, 

and in grateful honor of Alison, Riley and Samuel Webb by Wes and Elizabeth. 
 



October newsletter articles are due TODAY to Meredith. 
 

The Outreach Committee at Cross of Christ is sponsoring a Blood Drive on 

October 25th  11:45 AM thru 4:30 PM. This is with One Blood. They will have 

the mobile bus for donations. All cleaning procedures will be observed per CDC. 

Only 2 donors on bus giving while 2 are doing prep work. They will also be doing 

Covid 19 anti-body testing for free. If you don’t have access to the internet to 

register, call Jodie Strube and she will get you registered. Thank you for supporting 

those in need. Internet web link for registering for donation time:  

https://www.oneblood.org/donate-now/donation-centers-list-select-
time.stml?driveID=971881 
 

Yes! The Parish Hall Debt has been Retired! 

Thank you to everyone who has worked so hard to pay off our Parish Hall 

Renovation Debt!  Plans for a note burning ceremony will be forthcoming.  In 

the meantime, the Facilities Improvement Task Force is working on future 

projects, at the moment particularly the exhaust hood for the convection ovens in 

our kitchen.  The line item in the Treasurer's Report "Parish Hall Debt 

Reduction" has been renamed "Facilities Improvement Fund."  Please continue 

your support of all our ministries here at Cross of Christ! 
 

Notes from September Council Meeting (held Sunday, August 30) 
* The Financial Oversight Committee is completing the mid-year audit 

and is providing information to the Finance Committee for budget 

preparation.  A proposed budget will be presented to the Council for 

consideration at the October meeting.  

* Pastor attended the online 2020 NALC Convocation, 2020 Carolinas 

Mission Region Convocation, and a related meeting of the Piedmont-East 

Mission District during the weeks of August 3 and August 10.  Reports 

were given to the Council with the main item being the decision that the 

NALC will move from annual to bi-annual convocations.  

* Richard Strube and Sharon Duncan will be joining the four off-going 

Council members as this year’s Nominating Committee.  James Bailey 

will chair the committee.  A Nominating Committee report will be received 

by Council for consideration at the October meeting.  

* A Facilities Improvement Task Force was authorized. This Task Force 

will work to gather information, quotes, etc. regarding several outstanding 

and proposed improvement projects needed for our church facilities.  The 

Task Force will make periodic informational reports and recommendations 

to the Council.  Off-going President, Scott Barringer, off-going Vice-

President, James Bailey, former President, Rusty Drye, Treasurer, Earlene 

Cox, and Pastor will be serving on the task force. 

* Due to current health requirements a 2-part Annual Congregational 

Meeting will be held this November with identical presentations given at 

the 10:00 & 11:00AM services. Voting tabulations will be finalized 

following the 11AM session.  The Executive Committee will be meeting in 

the near future to iron-out the logistics.  

* A Women’s Retreat was endorsed by Council to be held in October at 

Teen Valley Ranch.  A motion was also approved to provide $100 per 

participant from the Education Endowment Fund.  

* A 3
rd

 Saturday Breakfast will be held in the Parish Hall on Saturday, 

September 19 from 7:00 – 11:00AM.  NC Phase 2 COVID requirements for 

restaurants will be followed including limited capacity and social 

distancing.  All food will be served in take-away boxes.  Funds received 

will go towards Parish Hall Debt/Facilities Improvement. 

 

 

https://www.oneblood.org/donate-now/donation-centers-list-select-time.stml?driveID=971881
https://www.oneblood.org/donate-now/donation-centers-list-select-time.stml?driveID=971881


                                                    

September 27, 2020 

A little reminder about our prayer list.  

We ask that you always have an individual’s permission before  

requesting their name be added to our Prayer List. Contact Pastor Allison or 

Prayer List Coodinator Belinda Campbell to request additions or changes. 
 

First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, 
and thanksgivings be made for all people…  1Timothy 2:1 

 

In the Fellowship of Cross of Christ 
Tim Aldridge (Home recovering from the heart catheterization procedure and 

working with doctors to investigate a possible circulation issue); Kay Barbee; Scott 

Barringer; Megan Blackburn; Stephanie Blackburn; Chris Bost; 

 Coy Edgison; John Faggart; Geneva Gray; Tom Harkins (Upcoming surgery and 

recovery); Frank Kluttz; Sylvia Loggans; Rina Moss; Frances Pless; 

 Marie Pless; Dot Weast (Recovering from a broken arm and fractured knee). 
 

Serving in the Military 
Eaven Allison; Will Drye 

 

Friends of Cross of Christ 
Sherry Baker (Sister of Richard Strube – Breast Cancer diagnosis); Kelly Caudle 

(Recovering from a fall that fractured his upper arm, injured the C4 vertebra, and 

caused a concussion); Steve & Angie Dixon; JB Faggart; Jane Faggart (Mother of 

John Faggart / Grandmother of Amanda Faggart – upcoming surgery); Ralph Furr; 

Marty Gandy; Dave Goff; Tommy and Eva Harrel; Ivory Holland; Ensley Morgan; 

Daniel Neubacher (Son-in-Law of Pastor Jeff Faggart – Recovering from a broken 

neck (3 months in a neck brace) and skin abrasions received in a motorcycle 

accident); Diane Parker; Bob Seagraves;  Derrick Shafer (Cousin’s husband of Tracy 

Drye -  had a very serious ATV accident while checking on something on his farm, 

he was moved back to ICU due to worsening infection in his leg that requires 

surgery on Thursday, Sept 24th - hospital in Lincoln, NE); 

 Beverly and Lewis Williams; Pat Winecoff. 
 

General Prayer Concerns  
Our nation, Our community and Our Church 

 

Cross of Christ Shut-Ins 
Mildred Watson 

 

** Please remember our shut-ins with a visit, phone call, card, or email along with 

your prayers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


